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In this presentaƟon, Terrazas y Basante will address the following quesƟons: 
● What driving issues are at the beginning of Mexican‐American relaƟons? 
● What was the source of the most intense conflicts between the two governments 
during the first fiŌy years of their relaƟonship (years that were criƟcal in the for‐
maƟon of the naƟonal states of both the United States and Mexico)? 
● What was the relevance of territory and territorializaƟon, demography, the ability 
to occupy the land, and diﬀerent concepƟons of territory in U.S.‐Mexico relaƟons at 
this stage? What about the role of Indians? 
  
Marcela Terrazas y Basante has a Ph.D. in history and teaches history and LaƟn 
American studies at Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM) and at the 
Escuela Nacional de Antropología e Historia. She is a also researcher at the InsƟtuto 
de InvesƟgaciones Históricas at the UNAM. She has coordinated several research 
projects including: Historia de las relaciones entre México y Estados Unidos, siglos 
XIX y XX (2005–2012). She was the editor of Estudios de Historia Moderna y Contem‐
poránea de México and has authored several books, chapters, and arƟcles about the 
history of U.S.‐Mexico relaƟons and border issues.  
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